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Weekly lesson plan
Subject – Social Studies (history )
Class- VI
Date- 11.01.2021- 16.01.2021
Topic-The First  Empire                                                                                                                      period- 4
Sub  topics-
· Empire and kingdom
· The Mauryan  Administration 
· Rise and  Growth of the Mauryan Empire
· End of the Mauryan Empire 
Instruction Aids-
https://youtu.be/ktH7Tj02qAs 
https://youtu.be/iCFB0Uqzatw 
NCERT BOOK: https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php
LEARNING OUTCOMES:
-know the difference between Kingdom and empire
-Name the important rulers of Mauryan empire.
-tell  the features of Mauryan administration.
-State the reason for Ashoka to give up war after battle of Kalinga
[image: ]-Highlight the features of Ashoka’s Dhamma.
Fun Tools – students will enjoy and intake knowledge form this link.
https://youtu.be/Ed6UZtVTI64 
· What is a Dynasty ?
          When members of the same family become rulers one after                       another, the family is often called a dynasty.
How were empires different from kingdoms?
• Empires are larger than kingdoms, and need to be protected by big armies.
• Need a larger number of officials to collect taxes.
Hence, Emperors need more resources than kings.
The Mauryan empire
The Maurya's were a dynasty with three important rulers — Chandragupta, his son  Bindusara, and Bindusara’s son, Ashoka.
• The Mauryan empire was founded by Chandragupta Maurya, more than 2300 years ago.(Ashoka grandfather)
• Chandragupta was supported by a wise man named Chanakya or Kautilya.   
[image: ][image: ]Many of Chanakya’s ideas were written down in a book called the Arthashastra

Important Cities of Mauryan Empire  - There were several cities in this empire. Some important cities included :
❖Taxila :Considered as a gateway to the northwest,
[image: ]including Central Asia.
❖Ujjain lay on the route from north to south India.  Pataliputra :Capital city

Life in the Mauryan Empire 
• Officials and crafts persons probably lived in the cities.
• In other areas there were villages of farmers and herders.
• In some areas such as central India, there were forests
where people gathered forest produce and hunted animals
for food.
• People in different parts of the empire spoke different
languages.
• They probably ate different kinds of food, and wore
different kinds of clothes
ASHOKA’S WAR IN KALINGA
• Kalinga is the ancient name of coastal Orissa
• Ashoka fought a war to conquer Kalinga.
[image: ]• However, he was so horrified when he saw the violence and bloodshed
that he decided not to fight any more wars.
• He is the only king in the history of the world who gave up conquest after winning a war.

WHAT WAS ASHOKA’S DHAMMA ?
• Horrified by the violence and bloodshed during the war of Kalinga .
King Ashoka decided not to fight any more wars and to observe
dhamma.
• ‘Dhamma’ is the Prakrit word for the Sanskrit term ‘Dharma’
• Ashoka’s dhamma did not involve worship of a God, or performance
of a sacrifice.
• He felt that just as a father tries to teach his children, he had a duty
to instruct his subjects.
• He was also inspired by the teachings of the Buddha.
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End of Mauryan Empire 

In 180 BCE, Brihadratha Maurya, was killed by his general Pushyamitra Shunga in a military parade without any heir. Hence, the great Maurya empire finally ended, giving rise to the Shunga Empire.
[image: ][image: ]



The decline of the Maurya Dynasty was rather rapid after the death of Ashoka/Asoka. One obvious reason for it was the succession of weak kings. Another immediate cause was the partition of the Empire into two. Had not the partition taken place, the Greek invasions could have been held back giving a chance to the Mauryas to re-establish some degree of their previous power.
Mauryan Empire Reasons For Decline
Regarding the decline much has been written. Haraprasad Sastri contends that the revolt by Pushyamitra was the result of brahminical reaction against the pro-Buddhist policies of Ashoka and pro-Jaina policies of his successors. Basing themselves on this thesis, some maintain the view that brahminical reaction was responsible for the decline because of the following reasons.
a. Prohibitino of the slaughter of animals displeased the Brahmins as animal sacrifices were esteemed by them.
b. The book Divyavadana refers to the persecution of Buddhists by Pushyamitra Sunga.
c. Asoka's claim that he exposed the Budheveas (brahmins) as false gods shows that Ashoka was not well disposed towards Brahmins.
d. The capture of power by Pushyamitra Sunga shows the triumph of Brahmins.
                                                      Activity  
 Prepare a life sketch of Ashoka.
https://youtu.be/PklWMKD01i8 

Assingment
Question 1.  Which are the animals shown in our national Emblem?
(a) Goats
(b) Lions
(c) Bulls
(d) None of these
Question 2. How many lions are shown in our national Emblem?
(a) Two
(b) Three
(c) Four
(d) Five
Question 3. What was name of grandfather of Ashoka?
(a) Krishna
(b) Mahavira
(c) Sidhartha
(d) Chandragupta Maurya
Question 4.
In which book were Chanakya’s ideas written?
(a) Ramayana
(b) Mahabharata
(c) Arthashastra
(d) None of these
Question 5.
Who was supported by a wise man named Chanakya?
(a) Ashoka
(b) Bindusar
(c) Chandragupta
(d) All of these
Question 6.
Who was Bindusar’s son?
(a) Chandragupta
(b) Sidhartha
(c) Ashoka
(d) Ram Krishna Paramhans
Question 7.
From which area was Taxila and Ujjain ruled?
(a) Pataliputra
(b) Bihar
(c) Delhi
(d) Agra

Question 8.
In which language were the Ashoka’s inscriptions written?
(a) Dev Nagari
(b) Sanskrit
(c) Tamil
(d) Brahmi Script
Question 9.
What is the meaning of word Dhamma?
(a) Environment
(b) Dharma
(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) None of these
Question 10.
How many towers supported the massive wall of Pataliputra?
(a) 670
(b) 870
(c) 570
(d) 470
Question 11. How many people were killed in the war of Kalinga?
(a) More than 20,000
(b) More than 40,000
(c) More than 60,000
(d) More than one Lakh
Question 12.  Which is the other animal on Mauryan Pillar?
(a) Lion
(b) Cat
(c) Dog
(d) Bull
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ASHOKA AND BUDDHISM
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