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you .
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The French Revolution







given The French Revolution Class 9 History Chapter 1 Notes.

The outbreak of the French Revolution

Changes after Revolution

Classes of French Societies

Facts about Napoleon, the former emperor of France.

The French Society during the Late 18th Century-

The French Society comprised :

1st Estate: Clergy

2nd Estate: Nobility

3rd Estate: Big businessmen, merchants, court officials, peasants, artisans, 

landless laborers, servants, etc.

Some within the Third Estate were rich and some were poor.

The burden of financing activities of the state through taxes was borne by the Third 

Estate alone.

The Struggle for Survival: Population of France grew and so did the demand for 

grains. The gap between the rich and poor widened. This led to subsistence crises.





grains. The gap between the rich and poor widened. This led to subsistence crises.

The Growing Middle Class: This estate was educated and believed that no group in 

society should be privileged by birth. These ideas were put forward by philosophers 

such as Locke the English philosopher and Rousseau the French philosopher. The 

American Constitution and its guarantee of individual rights was an important 

example of political theories of France. These ideas were discussed intensively in 

salons and coffee houses and spread among people through books and 

newspapers. These were even read aloud.

The Outbreak of the Revolution

The French Revolution went through various stages. When Louis XVI became the 

king of France in 1774, he inherited a treasury which was empty. There was growing 

discontent within the society of the Old Regime.

1789: Convocation of Estates General. The Third Estate forms National Assembly, 

Tennis Court Oath the Bastille is stormed, peasant revolts in the countryside, 

Assembly issues Declaration of the Rights of Man.

1791: A constitution is framed to limit the powers of the king and to guarantee the 

basic right to all human beings.



Court Oath the Bastille is stormed, peasant revolts in the countryside, Assembly issues 

Declaration of the Rights of Man.

1791: A constitution is framed to limit the powers of the king and to guarantee the basic 

right to all human beings.

1792-93: Convention abolishes Monarchy; France becomes a republic. The Jacobin 

Republic overthrown, a Directory rules France.

1795: New Constitution is adopted. A new Convention appointed a five-man Directorate to 

run the state from 26th October 1795. Churches reopened.

1799: The Revolution ends with the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte, Napoleon’s coup 

abolishes Directory and establishes Consulate.

Time Line: The French Revolution

1770s-1780s: Economic decline: French Government in deep debt. In 1774, Louis XVI 

ascends to the throne.

1788-1789: Bad harvest, high prices, food riots.

1789, May 5: Estates-General convened, demands reforms.



1789, July 14: National Assembly formed. Bastille stormed on July 14. French 

Revolution starts.

1789, August 4: Night of August 4 ends the rights of the aristocracy, the surrender 

of feudal rights.

1789, August 26: Declaration of the Rights of Man

1790: Civil Constitution of the Clergy nationalizes the Church.

1791: Dissolution of the National Constituent Assembly.

1792: Constitution of 1791 converts absolute monarchy into a constitutional 

monarchy with limited powers.

1792: Austria and Prussia attack revolutionary France, Robespierre, elected the first 

Deputy for Paris to the National convention.

1793: Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette were executed.

1792-1794: In 1793, the Reign of Terror starts. Austria, Britain, the Netherlands, 

Prussia, and Spain are at war with France.



Robespierre’s Committee of Public Safety repels back foreign invaders.

Executes many ‘enemies of the people’ in France itself.

1794: Robespierre is executed. France is governed by a Directory, a committee of five 

men. The Reign of Terror ends.

1795: National convention dissolved.

1799: Napoleon Bonaparte becomes the leader of the French Revolution ends.

Women’s Revolution

From the very beginning, women were active participants in the events which brought 

about so many changes in French society.

Most of the women of the third estate had to work for a living.

Their wages were lower than those of men.

They demanded equal pay for equal work.

In order to discuss and voice their interests, women started their own political clubs 

and newspapers.



Their wages were lower than those of men.

They demanded equal pay for equal work.

In order to discuss and voice their interests, women started their own political clubs and 

newspapers.

One of their main demands was that women must enjoy the same political rights as men.

Some laws were introduced to improve the position of women.

Their struggle still continues in several parts of the world.

It was finally in 1946 that women in France won the right to vote.

The Abolition of Slavery

There was a triangular slave trade among Europe, Africa, and America.

In the 18th century, there was little criticism of slavery in France.

No laws were passed against it.

It was in 1794 that the convention made free to all slaves.

But 10 years later slavery was reintroduced by Napoleon.

It was finally in 1848 that slavery was abolished in the French colonies.

The Revolution and Everyday Life

The years following 1789 in France saw many changes in the lives of men, women, and 

children.

The revolutionary governments took it upon themselves to pass laws that would 

translate the ideals of liberty and equality into everyday practice.

One important law that came into effect was the abolition of censorship.

The ideas of liberty and democratic rights were the most important legacy of the French 

Revolution. These spread from France to the rest of Europe during the 19th century.

Napoleon





Revolution. These spread from France to the rest of Europe during the 19th century.

Napoleon

In 1804, Napoleon crowned himself emperor of France.

He set out to conquer neighboring European countries, dispossessing dynasties and 

creating kingdoms where he placed members of his family.

He saw his role as a modernizer of Europe.

He was finally, defeated at Waterloo in 1815.





II. TOPICS –
Each topic has been converted into a concept map. It 
is a visual organization and 
representation of knowledge.
There are 10 concepts maps in all.
III. FURTHER REFERENCE –
Kindly watch the following videos for a better 
understanding.

https://youtu.be/zZglJGj3lJw

https://youtu.be/gY-7kUlOmns

https://youtu.be/zZglJGj3lJw
https://youtu.be/gY-7kUlOmns


Q.1 Describe French Revolution .

Q.2 According to Ernst Renan what are the attributes of a 
Nation .

Q.3 How did nationalism and the idea of Nation State 
emerge .

Q.4 Give a brief note on the Napoleon's Code .

Q.5 What were the reforms made by Napoleon .

Assignment
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Socialism in Europe & The Russian 
Revolution



______________________________________________
_____________
Chapter 2
Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution
Liberals, Radicals and Conservatives
Liberals
Wanted secularism, safeguarding the rights of individuals 
against governments 
and opposed the uncontrolled power of dynastic rulers.
Argued for a representative, elected parliamentary 
government.
Wanted interpretation of the laws by a well trained judiciary 
that was 
independent of rulers and officials.
Did not believe in universal adult franchise and wanted the 
right to vote for only 
the men of property.
Did not support the granting of voting rights to women.
Radicals
Supported women’s suffrage movements.
Opposed the privileges of great landowners and wealthy factory 
owners.



owners.
Disliked the concentration of power in the hands of few but 
were not against the 
existence of private property.
Conservatives
Wanted some changes that were inevitable.
Believed that the past had to be respected.
Industrial Society and Social Change
Industrialisation brought men, women and children to 
factories.
Working hours increased and the wages decreased. 
Unemployment was rampant.
No proper housing or sanitation existed.
The liberals and the radicals encouraged trade and believed in 
individual effort and 
labour enterprise.
Some nationalist, liberals and radicals wanted revolutions for 
removing the
governments established in Europe in 1815.
The Coming of Socialism to Europe .



Socialism was well known by the mid 19th century in Europe.
Socialists opposed private property.
Believed that if a society as a whole controlled property, more
attention would be paid
to collective social interests.
Some socialists like Robert Owen believed in the idea of
cooperatives.
Others like Louis Blanc felt that cooperatives could be built
only if the governments
encouraged them.
Cooperatives were associations of people who produced goods
together and divided the
profits equally.
Karl Marx argued that an industrial society was capitalist which
exploited the workers
and kept the profits for themselves. He believed that the
workers had to construct a
radically socialist society where all property was socially
controlled.
Support for Socialism



controlled.
Support for Socialism 
Socialists formed an international body, namely the ‘Second 
International’.
They set up funds for helping members in times of distress and 
demanded a reduction of 
working hours and the right to vote. 
In Germany these associations worked with the Socialist 
Democratic Party and helped it 
in winning the parliamentary elections. 
1905: Socialists and trade unionists formed a Labour party in 
Britain and a 
Socialist Party in France.
Socialism however could not precede the influence of the 
radicals, liberals and 
conservatives.
The Russian Empire in 1914
1914: Tsar Nicholas II ruled Russia.
The Russian empire included current day Finland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Estonia, parts of 
Poland, Ukraine, Belarus, Central Asian states, Georgia, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan and the 



Lithuania, Estonia, parts of
Poland, Ukraine, Belarus, Central Asian states, Georgia,
Armenia, Azerbaijan and the
territory outside Moscow.
The majority religion was Russian Orthodox Christianity.
Economy and Society
About 85% of the Russian population practiced agriculture.
Cultivators produced for both, market and their own needs.
Industries were few in number. St Petersburg and Moscow
were the prominent
industrial areas.
1890s: Many factories were set up when the Russian railway
network was
extended.



II. TOPICS –
Each topic has been converted into a concept map. It 
is a visual organization and 
representation of knowledge.
There are 10 concepts maps in all.
III. FURTHER REFERENCE –
Kindly watch the following videos for a better 
understanding.

https://youtu.be/f2xftIoLa44

https://youtu.be/49r1L_EughA

https://youtu.be/f2xftIoLa44
https://youtu.be/49r1L_EughA


Assignment

Q.1 What were the social, economic & Political conditions in 
Russia before 1905? 

Q.2 Why did the Tsarist autocracy collapse in 1917? 

Q.3 What do you know about October Revolution? 

Q.4 Write a short note on Dumas .

Q.5 Write a short note on Liberals .

Q.6 Write a short note on Radicals.

Q.7 Write a short note on Conservatism.



 

 

 

 

ECONOMICS: 

Chapter 1 – THE STORY OF VILLAGE PALAMPUR 

Guidelines 

• Refer to the content given below and view the links  

• These notes will help you to understand the concept and complete the assignment that follows  

• The assignment is to be done in the economics notebook  

• Please read the economics NCERT book before you begin answering 

 

Instructional Aids / Resources 

NCERT links are given below: 

 (16) The Story of Village Palampur Full Chapter Class 9 | CBSE Class 9 Economics Chapter 1 - YouTube 

 (16) The Story Of Village Palampur - ep01 - BKP | NCERT Class 9 economics chapter 1 in hindi | CBSE 

ninth - YouTube 

 The Story Of Village Palampur L1 | CBSE Class 9 Economics Chapter 1 NCERT Solutions SST Vedantu - 

YouTube 

Learning outcomes  

Each student will be able to know about: 

 Village Palampur 

 Main production activities 

 Factors of production 

 Important changes in farm activities 

 Farm and non-farm activities 

Sub topics: 

 Fixed capital 

 Working capital 

 Green revolution 

 Labour 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr-IZFy2ERI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=De21mzgDFWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=De21mzgDFWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yK0mBPYc7NA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yK0mBPYc7NA


 

 

Lesson development 

Village Palampur 

 Palampur is a small village. About 450 families live here. It is 3 km away from Raiganj — a big village. 

 Shahpur is the nearest town to the village. 

Main Production Activities 

 Farming is the main production activity in the village Palampur. 

 Most of the people are dependent on farming for their livelihood. 

 Non-farming activities such as dairy, small-scale manufacturing (e.g., activities of weavers and potters, etc.), transport, 
etc., are carried out on a limited scale. 

Factors of Production (or Requirements for Production of Goods and Services) 

 Land, labour and capital are the basic requirements for the production of goods and services which are popularly known as 
factors of production. 

 Land includes all free gifts of nature, e.g., soil, water, forests, minerals, etc. 

 Labour means human effort which of course includes physical as well as mental labour. 

 Physical capital is the third requirement for production. 

 Physical capital includes fixed capital (e.g. tools, machines, building, etc.) and raw materials such as seeds for the farmer, 
yarn for the weaver. 

Important Changes in Farm Activities 

Land area under cultivation is virtually fixed. However, some wastelands in India had been converted into cultivable land after 
1960. 

Over the years, there have been important changes in the way of farming, which have allowed the farmers to produce more crops 

from the same amount of land. These changes include: 

 Multiple cropping farming 

 Use of modern farming methods. 

Due to these changes (in the late 1960s) productivity of land has increased substantially which is known as Green Revolution. 
Farmers of Punjab, Haryana and Western Uttar Pradesh were the first to try out the modern farming methods in India. 

Labour: After land, labour is the basic factor of production. Small farmers provide their own labour, whereas medium and large 
farmers make use of hired labour to work on their fields. 

Capital: After land and labour, capital is another basic factor of production. All categories of farmers (e.g., small, 

medium and large) require capital. Small farmers borrow from big farmers or the village moneylenders or the traders 

who supply them various inputs for cultivation.  

Modern farming requires a great deal of capital. 



 

 

   

Sale of Surplus Farm Products 
Farmers produce crops on their lands by using the three factors of production, viz. land, labour and capital. They 

retain a part of produce for self-consumption and sell the surplus in the nearby market. That part of farm produce 

which is sold in the market is called marketable surplus. Small farmers have little surplus output. It is the medium 

and big farmers only who have substantial surplus produce for selling in the market. 

Non-farming activities 
Out of every 100 workers in the rural areas in India, only 24 are engaged in non-farming activities. There is a variety 

of non-farming activities in the villages. Dairy, small scale manufacturing, transport, etc., fall under this category. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Q1. Which of the following is not fixed capital? 

a) agricultural land 

b) tubewells 

c) fertilisers and pesticides 

d) farm machinery 

 

Q.2 Which kharif crop is used for cattle feed? 

a) sugurcane 

b) jowar and bajra 

c) wheat 

d) potato 

 

Q.3 Give two examples of the working capital. 

Q. 4 What are rabi crops? 



 

 

Q.5 What does HYV stand for? 

 

Q.6 What is the basic constraint in raising farm production? 

Q.7 What is Green Revolution?  

Q.8 Define the meaning and aim of production. 

Q.9 Mention three characteristics of traditional method of farming, 

Q.10 Explain the problems which arise due to unequal distribution of land. 

Q.11 Describe the role of human capital in the production process. Name two investment that can improve the quality of human 
capital. 

Q.12 Farmers of which two states were the first to use modem farming methods in India? Mention any four positive effects of i t.  

Q.13 Write any three differences between land and capital. 

Q.14 ‘Capital is a basic need in agriculture.’ How is it arranged by Indian farmers? Explain. 

Q.15 Describe any three features of small-scale manufacturing as a non-farm activity in Palampur. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMICS 

Chapter 2 – PEOPLE AS RESOURCE 

Guidelines 

• Refer to the content given below and view the links  

• These notes will help you to understand the concept and complete the assignment that follows  

• The assignment is to be done in the economics notebook  

• Please read the economics NCERT book before you begin answering 

 

Instructional Aids / Resources 

NCERT links are given below: 

 (16) People as Resource Full Chapter Class 9 | CBSE Class 9 Economics Chapter 2 - YouTube 

 People as Resource | CBSE Class 9 Economics Chapter 2 | Social Science | Vedantu Class 9 and 10 - YouTube 

 (16) NCERT Class 9 Economics Chapter 2: People as Resource - YouTube 

Learning outcomes  

Each student will be able to know about: 

 Various Aspects of Human Resource Development 

 The Role of Education 

 Unemployment and Forms of Unemployment in India. 

Sub topics: 

 Economic activities and non-economic activities 

 Health  

 Unemployment  

 Human capital 

LESSON DEVELOPMENT 

Human beings perform many activities which can be grouped into economic and non-economic. 

Economic Activities: Economic activities refer to those activities of human which are undertaken for a monetary gain or to 
satisfy his/her wants. The activities of workers, farmers, shopkeepers, manufacturers, doctors, lawyers, taxi drivers, etc. fall under 
this category. 

Non-Economic Activities: Non-economic activities are ones that are not undertaken for any monetary gain. These are also called 

unpaid activities, e.g., Puja-paath, housekeeping, helping the poor or disabled, etc. 

Classification of Economic Activities: Various economic activities can be classified into three main sectors, that is, primary 
sector, secondary sector and tertiary sector. The primary sector includes activities like agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, 
fishing, poultry, farming and mining. In this sector, goods are produced by exploiting nature. In the secondary sector, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XlY_U0vfX68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeNTQ8jgz9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNJuRsVV75o


 

 

manufacturing (small and large) and construction activities are included. The tertiary sector (also called service sector) provides 
various types of services like transport, education, banking, insurance, health, tourism, etc. 

Market Activities and Non-Market Activities: Economic activities, i.e., production of goods and services can be classified into 
market activities and non-market activities. Market activities are’performed for remuneration. Non-market activities are the 
activities carried out for self¬consumption. 

 

Activities of Women: Women generally look after domestic affairs like cooking of food, washing of clothes, cleaning of 
utensils, housekeeping and looking after children. 

Human Capital: Human capital is the stock of skill and productive knowledge embodied in human beings. Population (human 
beings) become human capital when it is provided with better education, training and health care facilities. 

People as a Resource: People as a resource is a way of referring to a country’s workforce in terms of their existing skills and 
abilities. 

Human Capital Formation: When the existing human resource is further developed by spending on making the workforce more 
educated and healthy, it is called Human Capital Formation. 

Quality of Population: The quality of population depends upon the literacy rate, life expectancy and skills formation acquired 

by the people of the country. 

Role of Education: Education is the most important component of Human Resource Development. In view of its contribution 
towards the growth of the society, government expenditure on education as a percentage of GDP rose from 0.64% in 1951-52 to 
3.98% in 2002-03. However, our national goal is 6% of GDP 

Health: Health is another very important component of Human Resource Development. The efficiency of workers largely 
depends on their health. 
There has been a considerable improvement in the country’s health standard. For instance, the life expectancy at the time of birth 
in India rose from 37.2 years in 1951 to 63.9 years in 2001. Similarly, the infant mortality rate has come down from 147 to 70 
during the same time period. 

Unemployment: Unemployment is said to exist when people who are willing to work at the prevailing wage rates cannot find 
jobs. When we talk of unemployed people, we refer to those in the age group of 15-59 years. Children below 15 years of age and 

the old people above 60 are not considered while counting the number of unemployed. 

Nature of Unemployment in India: Seasonal unemployment occurs when people fail to get work during some months of the 
year (that is, during off-season). Farm labourers usually face this kind of problem, i Disguised unemployment is another kind of 



 

 

unemployment found in rural areas. Such kind of problem arises due to excessive pressure of population on agriculture. 
Disguised unemployment refers to a situation wherein the number of workers in a job is more than actually required to do the job. 
The extra number of workers are disguisedly unemployed. 

Consequences of Unemployment: 

 Unemployment leads to wastage of manpower resource. 

 Unemployment tends to increase the economic overload that is the dependence of the unemployed on the working 
population. 

 Unemployment may lead to an increase in social unrest and tension. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Question 1. 

Which of the following is the most labour absorbing sectors of the Indian economy? 

(a) Primary sector 

(b) tertiary sector 

(c) Secondary sector 

(d) Private sector 

Question 2. 

Which of the following is included in the primary sector? 

(a) Manufacturing 

(b) Tourism 

(c) Forestry 

(d) Communication 

Question 3. 

The literacy rate during 2010-11 was 

(a) 64% 

(b) 74% 

(c) 70% 

(d) 80% 

Question 4. 
What is human capital? 

Question 5. 

How can the population of a nation becomes human capital? 

Question 6. 
Which type of investment is known as human capital investment? 

Question 7. 
Mention any four factors on which the quality of population depends. 

Question 8. 
‘Countries like Japan did not have any natural resources, still they are developed countries.’Give reasons. 

Question 9. 
The various economic activities have been classified into three sectors? What are these sectors? 



 

 

Question 10. 
Give two examples of primary sector. 

Question 11. 

Which type of unemployment is common in urban areas? 

Question 12. 
Which is the most labour absorbing sector of the Indian economy? What trend has been recently noticed in terms of dependence 
of population on this sector and what is the reason for that? 

Question 13. 
Explain the ways of investment of Human Resources that can give high returns in future. 

Question 14. 

How are working conditions for women in unorganised sector different from those in the organised sector? Explain. 

Question 15. 
How are working conditions for women in unorganised sector different from those in the organised sector? Explain. 

 

 

CIVICS: 

Chapter 1 – WHAT IS DEMOCRACY? WHY DEMOCRACY? 

Guidelines 

• Refer to the content given below and view the links  

• These notes will help you to understand the concept and complete the assignment that follows  

• The assignment is to be done in the civics notebook  

• Please read the CIVICS NCERT book before you begin answering 

 

Instructional Aids / Resources 

NCERT links are given below: 

 (16) What is Democracy? Why Democracy? - Full Chapter | Class 9 Civics - YouTube 

 (16) CBSE Class 9: What is Democracy? Why Democracy? | Udaan | Just 9th | Shubham Pathak - YouTube 

 (16) What is Democracy? Why Democracy? | Class 9 Political Science | Chapter 1 | CBSE | NCERT - 

YouTube 

Learning outcomes  

Each student will be able to know about: 

 Meaning and Features of Democracy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efDpemz-hJo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSetSqFtmdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5X06oK9QWsQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5X06oK9QWsQ


 

 

 Importance of Democracy 

 Alternatives to Democracy 

Sub topics: 

 Criticism of democracy 

 Alternatives to democracy 

 Decision making power 

LESSON DEVELOPMENT 

What is Democracy? 

Democracy is a form of government in which the rulers are elected by the people. 

 Myanmar where the army rules, Dictator Pinochet’s rule in Chile, or President Nkrumah’s rule in • Ghana was 

not democratic. They were not chosen by the people. 

 Hereditary kings, like the king of Nepal or Saudi Arabia, are also not democratic rulers. They rule because 

they were born into noble families. 

In a democracy final, decision-making power must rest with those elected by the people. 

 In Pakistan, President Musharraf had the power to dismiss national and state assemblies; so the final powers 

rest with the army and the General himself. We cannot call it a democracy. Now Pakistan has an elected 

government. 

Democracy must be based on a free and fair election where those currently in power have a fair chance of losing. 

For example, in Mexico elections have been held every six years since 1980. But the same party, PRI, has won the 

elections. Obviously, there has been rigging and malpractices, with freedom denied to the opposition. This is not 

what a democracy should be. 

In a democracy, people’s will is ascertained by each adult citizen having one vote and each vote has one value. 

Democracy is based on the fundamental principle of political equality. 

 

A democratic government rules within the limits set by constitutional and citizens’ rights. 



 

 

 A democratic government cannot do what it likes after winning the elections. It has to respect certain basic 

rules and is accountable not only to the people but also to other independent officials. 

The Pillars of Democracy are The Sovereignty of the people, Government based upon the consent of the 

government, Majority rule, Minority rights, Guarantee of basic human rights, Free and Fair elections, Equality 

before the law, Constitutional limits on government, Values of tolerance, Pragmatism, Cooperation and 

Compromise. 

Why Democracy? 

Points Against 

There has been a criticism of democracy by various people. The charges are that: 

 It creates instability by changing its leaders frequently. 

 Democracy is about power play and political competition. There is no scope for morality. 

 So many people have to be consulted before any issue is resolved. It leads to delay. 

 Elected leaders do not know the best interest of the people. 

 It leads to corruption for it is based on electoral corruption. 

 Ordinary people do not know what is good for them, so decision-making should not be left to them. 

Alternative to Democracy 

To overcome political instability and legislative gridlock associated with democratic rule, expansions of executive 

power and limits on democratic freedoms are been looked for. 

An exceptional example is that of Russia’s transition from unstable democracy in the 1990s to economic growth and 

political stability. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

 

Question 1. 

The head of the government in Nepal is the: 

(a) President 

(b) Prime Minister 



 

 

(c) King 

(d) Vice President 

Question 2. 

Which party always won elections in Mexico since its independence in 1930 until 2000? 

(a) Revolutionary Party 

(b) Mexican Revolutionary Party 

(c) Institutional Revolutionary Party 

(d) Institutional Party 

Question 3. 

Which of these features is/are necessary to provide the basic rights to the citizens? 

(a) Citizens should be free to think 

(b) should be free to form associations 

(c) Should be free to raise protest 

(d) All the above 

Question 4. 

What is representative democracy? 

Question 5. 

Whose rule is democracy considered to be? 

Question 6. 

With whom does the final decision-making power rest in a democracy? 

Question 7.  

Under which form of government political equality given importance? 

Question 8. 

In spite of having a vast social diversity, what keeps the people of India together? 

Question 9. 

What should be done in a democracy if mistakes are committed? 

Question 10. 

Distinguish between a democracy and a good democracy on three points. 

Question 11. 

How does democracy in a country enhance the dignity of an individual? State three points. 

Question 12. 

“A democratic government is a better government because it is a more accountable form of government.” Explain. 

Question 13. 

Assess any three conditions that apply to the way a democratic government is run after the elections. 

Question 14. 

What does direct democracy imply? Why can it not be practised in the present day world? 



 

 

Question15. 

‘Democracy is all about political competition and power play. There is no scope for morality’. Justify the statement 

by giving arguments against democracy. 

 

 

CIVICS: 

Chapter 3 – CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN 

Guidelines 

• Refer to the content given below and view the links  

• These notes will help you to understand the concept and complete the assignment that follows  

• The assignment is to be done in the civics notebook  

• Please read the CIVICS NCERT book before you begin answering 

 

Instructional Aids / Resources 

NCERT links are given below: 

 Constitutional Design - ep01 - BKP | Class 9 civics chapter 3 in hindi notes in english | cbse ncert - 

YouTube 

 (16) CBSE Class 9 : Constitutional Design | Civics | Social Science | Just 9th | Shubham Pathak - YouTube 

 Constitutional Design | Class 9 Political Science | Chapter 2 | CBSE | NCERT - YouTube 

 

Learning outcomes  

Each student will be able to know about: 

 Democratic Constitution in South Africa. 

 Making of the Indian Constitution 

Sub topics: 

 Need for constitution  

 Constituent assembly 

 Making of Indian constitution 

 Apartheid 

 

LESSON DEVELOPMENT 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdvMENsCsdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdvMENsCsdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8R0tze69KQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzCJ0045xeo


 

 

Democratic Constitution in South Africa 

Apartheid 

Apartheid is a system of racial discrimination unique to South Africa imposed by the white Europeans. During the 

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the trading companies from Europe occupied it with arms and force and 

became the local rulers. The system of apartheid divided the people and labelled them on the basis of their skin 

colour. The white rulers treated all nonwhites as inferiors. The non-whites did not have voting rights and were 
forbidden from living in white areas. The blacks, coloured and Indians fought against the apartheid system, from 

1950. The African National Congress (ANC) was the umbrella organisation that led the struggle against the policies 

of segregation. Nelson Mandela was one of the leaders amongst the eight who were tried for treason by the white 

South African government. They were sentenced to life, imprisonment in 1964 for daring to oppose the apartheid 

regime in the country. 

Giving Rise to New Constitution 

As the protests and struggles against apartheid increased, the blacks could no longer be kept under the rule of the 

government through repression. The white regime changed its policies. Discriminatory laws were repealed. Ban on 

political parties and restrictions on the media were lifted. Nelson Mandela was released after 28 years in the Robben 

Island Prison. The apartheid government came to an end on the midnight of 26 April 1994, paving way for the 

formation of a multi-racial government. 

Following the emergence of the new democratic South Africa, the party that ruled through oppression and brutal 

killings and the party that led the freedom struggle sat together to draw up a common constitution. This constitution 
gave to its citizens the most extensive rights available in any country. Together, they decided that in the search for a 

solution to the problems, nobody should be excluded. 

Why the Need for Constitution? 

Take the example of South Africa to see why we need the constitution and what constitutions do. The oppressor and 

oppressed were planning to live together as equals in the new democracy. Each section wanted to safeguard their 

interests and wanted substantial social and economic rights. Through negotiations, both parties came to a 

compromise. The whites agreed to the principle of majority rule and that of one person one vote. They also agreed to 

accept some basic rights for the poor and the workers. The blacks agreed that majority rule would not be absolute 

and that the majority would not take away the property of the white minority. How was this compromise to be 

implemented? The only way to build and maintain trust in such a situation was to write down some rules of the 

game that everyone would abide by. These supreme rules that no government would be able to ignore are called a 

constitution. 

Every country has diverse groups of people. All over the world people have differences of opinion and interests. The 
constitution is the supreme law that determines the relationship among people living in a territory (called citizens) 

and also the relationship between the people and government. Find what constitutions do below: 

 First, it generates a degree of trust and coordination that is necessary for different kind of people to live 

together 

 Second, it specifies how the government will be constituted, who will have the power to take which 

decisions 

 Third, it lays down limits on the powers of the government and tells us what the rights of the citizens are 

 Fourth, it expresses the aspirations of the people about creating a good society 

All countries that have constitutions are not necessarily democratic. But all countries that are democratic will have 

constitutions. 

Making of the Indian Constitution 

India’s Constitution was drawn up under very difficult circumstances. The country was born through a partition on 

the basis of religious differences and was a traumatic experience for the people of India and Pakistan. The British 

had left it to the rulers of the princely states to decide whether they wanted to merge with India or with Pakistan or 

remain independent. The merger of these princely states was a difficult and uncertain task. When the constitution 

was being written, the future of the country did not look as secure as it does today. 



 

 

The Path to the Constitution 

One of the major advantages for the makers of the Indian Constitution was that consensus about what a democratic 

India should look like had already evolved during the freedom struggle. In 1928, Motilal Nehru and eight other 

Congress leaders drafted a constitution for India and In 1931, the resolution at the Karachi session of the Indian 

National Congress dwelt on how independent India’s constitution should look like. Both these documents included 

features such as Universal Adult Franchise, Right to Freedom and Equality and to protecting the rights of minorities 
in the constitution of independent India. These basic values were accepted by all leaders much before the 

Constituent Assembly met to deliberate on the Constitution. That is why the Indian constitution adopted many 

institutional details and procedures from colonial laws like the Government of India Act, 1935. Many of our leaders 

were inspired by the ideals of the French Revolution, the practice of parliamentary democracy in Britain and the Bill 

of Rights in the US. 

The Constituent Assembly 

The drafting of the constitution was done by an assembly of elected representatives called the Constituent Assembly. 

Elections to the Constituent Assembly were held in July 1946 and its first meeting was held in December 1946. 

Soon after, the country was divided into India and Pakistan and the Constituent Assembly was also divided into the 

Constituent Assembly of India and that of Pakistan. The Constituent Assembly that wrote the Indian constitution had 

299 members. The Assembly adopted the Constitution on 26 November 1949 but it came into effect on 26 January 

1950. To mark this day we celebrate January 26 as Republic Day every year. 

Why should we accept the Constitution made by this Assembly more than six decades ago? 

 The Constitution does not reflect the views of its members alone. It expresses a broad consensus of its time. 

 The second reason for accepting the Constitution is that the Constituent Assembly represented the people of 

India. 

 Finally, the manner in which the Constituent Assembly worked gives sanctity to the Constitution. The 

Constituent Assembly worked in a systematic, open and consensual manner. 

First, some basic principles were decided and agreed upon. Then a Drafting Committee chaired by Dr B.R. 

Ambedkar prepared a draft constitution for discussion. Several rounds of thorough discussion took place on the 
Draft Constitution, clause by clause. More than two thousand amendments were considered. Every document was 

presented and every word spoken in the Constituent Assembly has been recorded and preserved. These are called 

‘Constituent Assembly Debates.’ 

Guiding Values of the Indian Constitution 

First, understand the overall philosophy of what our Constitution is all about. Read the views of some of our major 

leaders on our Constitution and read what the Constitution says about its own philosophy. This is what the preamble 

to the Constitution does. 

The Dream and the Promise 

There were many members who followed the vision of Mahatma Gandhi. This dream of an India that has eliminated 

inequality was shared by Dr Ambedkar, who played a key role in the making of the Constitution, but his vision of 

removing inequalities from India was different from Gandhiji. 

Philosophy of the Constitution 

Values that inspired and guided the freedom struggle and were in turn nurtured by it, formed the foundation for 

India’s democracy. Given below are the values embedded in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution. 



 

 

 

 

We, the People of India: The Constitution has been drawn up and enacted by the people through their 

representatives, and not handed down to them by a king or any outside powers. 

Sovereign: People have the supreme right to make decisions on internal as well as external matters. No external 

power can dictate the Government of India. 

Socialist: Wealth is generated socially and should be shared equally by society. The government should regulate the 

ownership of land and industry to reduce socio-economic inequalities. 

Secular: Citizens have complete freedom to follow any religion. But there is no official religion. The government 

treats all religious beliefs and practices with equal respect. 

Democratic: A form of government where people enjoy equal political rights, elect their rulers and hold them 

accountable. The government is run according to some basic rules. 

Republic: The head of the state is an elected person and not a hereditary position. 

Justice: Citizens cannot be discriminated against on the grounds of caste, religion and gender. Social inequalities 

have to be reduced. The government should work for the welfare of all, especially of the disadvantaged groups. 

Liberty: There are no unreasonable restrictions on the citizens in what they think, how they wish to express their 

thoughts and the way they wish to follow up their thoughts in action. 

Equality: All are equal before the law. The traditional social inequalities have to be ended. The government should 

ensure equal opportunity for all. 

Fraternity: All of us should behave as if we are members of the same family. No one should treat a fellow citizen 

as inferior. 

Institutional Design 



 

 

A Constitution is not merely a statement of values and philosophy. It is mainly about embodying these values into 

institutional arrangements. It is a very long and detailed document. Therefore it needs to be amended quite regularly 

to keep it updated. Provisions are made to incorporate changes, known as constitutional amendments from time to 

time. Like any Constitution, the Indian Constitution also lays down a procedure for choosing persons to govern the 

country. It defines who will have how much power to make which decisions. And it puts limits to what the 

government can do by providing some rights to the citizen that cannot be violated. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Question 1. 

The Constituent Assembly adopted the Constitution of India on 

(a) 26 January 1950 

(b) 26 November 1949 
(c) 26 January 1949 

(d) 15 August 1947 

Question 2. 

Who among the following was not the member of the Constituent Assembly? 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi 

(b) Rajendra Prasad 

(c) T.T. Krishnamachari 

(d) Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 

Question 3. 

How many members had the Constituent Assembly that wrote the Indian Constitution? 
(a) 200 

(b) 199 

(c) 198 

(d) 190 

Question 4. 

What would have happened in South Africa if the black majority had decided to take revenge on the whites for all 

their oppression and exploitation? 

Question 5. 

Which type of tactics did the white racist government of South Africa use to continue to rule? 

Question 6. 

How many years of his life, Nelson Mandela spent in Jail? 

Question 7. 

Highlight any one similarity between the story of South African struggle for freedom and the Indian National 

Movement.  

Question 8. 

“I have cherished the idea of a democratic Aid free society in which all persons live together in harmony and with 

equal 

opportunities”. Who said these words and to which country did – he belong? HOTS 



 

 

Question 9. 

What do you mean by political equality? 

Question 10. 

Mention any one feature of a Foreign Constitution which inspired the constitution makers of the Indian Constitution. 

Question 11. 

With reference to the Constituent, Assembly, answer the following questions: 

(i) When were its elections held? 

(ii) Who was its President? 

(iii) Who was appointed the Chairman of the Drafting Committee? 

(iv) When was the Constitution passed by the Constituent Assembly? 

Question 12. 

Explain the term Apartheid. What were its implications? 

Question 13. 

“The apartheid system was particularly oppressive for the blacks.” Justify by giving three reasons. 

Question 14. 

Describe main features of Indian Constitution. 

Question 15. 

“Indian Constitution is both rigid and flexible.” Explain. 
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Learning outcomes  

Each student will be able to know about: 

 Election 

 Political competition 

 Electoral constituency 

Sub topics: 

 System of election 

 Election campaign 

 Challenges to free and fair elections 

 

LESSON DEVELOPMENT 

Why Do We Need Elections? 

Elections take place regularly in any democracy. There are more than 100 countries in the world in which elections 

take place to choose people’s representatives. The mechanism by which people can choose their representatives at 

regular intervals and change them whenever they want to is called an election. 

In an election the voters make many choices: 

 They can choose who will make laws for them. 

 They can choose who will form the government and take major decisions. 

 They can choose the party whose policies will guide the government and law making. 

 

What Makes an Election Democratic? 

Minimum conditions of a democratic election include the following points. 

1. Everyone should be able to choose their own representative. 



 

 

2. Parties and candidates should be free to contest elections and should offer some real choice to the voters. 

3. Elections must be held regularly after every few years. 

4. The candidate preferred by the people should get elected. 

5. Elections should be conducted in a free and fair manner where people can choose as they really wish. 

Is it Good to have Political Competition? 

Elections are all about political competition. This competition takes various forms. At the constituency level, it takes 

the form of competition among several candidates. Here are a few reasons that support political competition as being 

good for people. 

1. Regular electoral competition provides incentives to political parties and leaders. 

2. Political parties know that if they raise issues that people want to be raised, their popularity and chances of 

victory will increase in the next elections. On the contrary, if they fail to satisfy the voters with their work, 

they will not be able to win again 

3. If a political party is motivated only by the desire to be in power, despite that, it will be forced to serve the 

people. 

What is Our System of Election? 

Elections are held in India in Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha (Assembly) regularly after every 5 years. After 5 years, 

the term of all the elected representatives comes to an end. 

Elections held in all constituencies at the same time, either on the same day or within a few days is called a General 

Election. Sometimes elections are held only for one constituency to fill the vacancy caused by the death or 

resignation of a member. This is called a By-Election. 

Electoral Constituency 

India is divided into different areas for the purpose of elections. These areas are called electoral constituencies. The 

voters living in an area elect one representative. 

 For Lok Sabha elections, India is divided into 543 constituencies. The representative elected from each 

constituency is called a Member of Parliament or an MP. 

 Each state is divided into a specific number of Assembly constituencies. In this case, the elected 

representative is called the Member of Legislative Assembly or an MLA. Each Parliamentary 

constituency has within it several assembly constituencies. 

The same principle applies for Panchayat and Municipal elections. Each village or town is divided into several 

‘wards’ that are like constituencies. Each ward elects one member of the village or the urban local body. Sometimes 

these constituencies are counted as ‘seats’, for each constituency represents one seat in the assembly. 

Reserved Constituencies 

Some constituencies are reserved for people who belong to the Scheduled Castes [SC] and Scheduled Tribes [ST]. 

In the Lok Sabha, 84 seats are reserved for the SC and 47 for the ST. 

 In SC reserved constituency, only someone who belongs to the Scheduled Caste can stand for election. 

 Only those belonging to the Scheduled Tribes can contest an election from a constituency reserved for ST. 

In many states, seats in rural (panchayat) and urban (municipalities and corporations) local bodies are now reserved 

for Other Backward Classes (OBC) and women candidates as well. 

Voters’ List 

In a democratic election, the list of those who are eligible to vote is prepared much before the election and given to 

everyone, which is officially called the Electoral Roll and is commonly known as the Voters’ List. It is the 

responsibility of the government to get the names of all the eligible voters put on the voters’ list. 



 

 

The voters are required to carry Election Photo Identity Card [EPIC] when they go out to vote, so that no one can 

vote for someone else. But the card is not yet compulsory for voting as voters can show many other proofs of 

identity, like the ration card or the driving licence. 

Nomination of Candidates 

Anyone who can be a voter can also become a candidate in elections. The candidate should be a minimum of 25 

years age. Every person who wishes to contest an election has to fill out a ‘nomination form’ and give some money 

as ‘security deposit’. The candidate has to make a legal declaration, giving full details of: 

1. Serious criminal cases pending against the candidate 

2. Details of the assets and liabilities of the candidate and his or her family 

3. Educational qualifications of the candidate 

This information is made available to the public so that voters can make their decision on the basis of the 

information provided by the candidates. 

Election Campaign 

The election campaigns are conducted to have a free and open discussion about who is a better Representative and in 

turn, which party will make a better government. In India, Election Campaigns take place for a two-week period 

between the announcement of the final list of candidates and the date of polling. During this period the candidates 

contact their voters, political leaders address election meetings and political parties mobilise their supporters. 

Some of the successful slogans given by different political parties in various elections: 

 Save Democracy 

 Land to the Tiller 

 Protect the Self-Respect of the Telugus 

According to India’s election law, no party or candidate can: 

1. Bribe or threaten voters 

2. Appeal to them in the name of caste or religion 

3. Use government resources for election campaign 

4. Spend more than 25 lakh in a constituency for a Lok Sabha election or 10 lakh in a constituency in an 

Assembly election 

If any Political Party does so, their election can be rejected by the court. In addition to the laws, all the political 

parties in our country have agreed to a Model Code of Conduct for election campaigns. According to this, no party 

or candidate can: 

 Use any place of worship for election propaganda 

 Use government vehicles, aircraft and officials for elections 

 Once elections are announced, Ministers shall not lay foundation stones of any projects, take any big policy 

decisions or make any promises of providing public facilities 

Polling and Counting of Votes 

The day when the voters cast or ‘poll’ their vote is called the election day. The voting is done in the following 

manner. 

1. Every person whose name is on the voters’ list can go to a nearby ‘polling booth’. 

2. Once the voter goes inside the booth, the election officials identify her, put a mark on her finger and allow 

her to cast her vote. 



 

 

3. An agent of each candidate is allowed to sit inside the polling booth and ensure that the voting takes place 

in a fair way 

A ballot paper is a sheet of paper on which the names of the contesting candidates along with party names and 

symbols are listed. The ballot paper was used earlier. Nowadays, electronic voting machines (EVM) are used to 

record votes. 

 The machine shows the names of the candidates and the party symbols. 

 The voter has to just press the button against the name of the candidate she wants to give her vote to. 

 Once the polling is over, all the EVMs are sealed and taken to a secure place. 

 A few days later, all the EVMs are opened and the votes secured by each candidate are counted. 

 The candidate who secures the highest number of votes from a constituency is declared elected. 

What Makes Election in India Democratic? 

1) Independent Election Commission 

In India, elections are conducted by the Election Commission (EC). The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) is 

appointed by the President of India. Election Commission is independent and has a wide-range of powers which are: 

1. EC takes decisions on every aspect of conduct and control of elections from the announcement of elections 

to the declaration of results. 

2. It implements the Code of Conduct and punishes any candidate or party that violates it. 

3. During the election period, the EC can order the government to follow some guidelines, to prevent the use 

and misuse of governmental power to enhance its chances to win elections, or to transfer some government 

officials. 

4. When on election duty, government officers work under the control of the EC and not the government. 

2) Popular Participation 

The quality of the election process can also be checked by seeing the participation of people. People’s participation 

in the election is measured by voter turnout figures. Turnout indicates the per cent of eligible voters who actually 

cast their vote. 

1. In India, the poor, illiterate and underprivileged people vote in larger proportion as compared to the rich 

and privileged sections. 

2. Common people in India feel that through elections they can bring pressure on political parties to adopt 

policies and programmes favourable to them. 

3. The interest of voters in election related activities has been increasing over the years. 

3) Acceptance of Election Outcome 

One final test of the free and fairness of the election is the outcome of the election. 

1. The ruling parties routinely lose elections in India both at the national and state level. 

2. In the US, an incumbent or ‘sitting’ elected representative rarely loses an election. In India, about half of 

the sitting MPs or MLAs lose elections. 

3. Candidates who are known to have spent a lot of money on ‘buying votes’ and those with known criminal 

connections often lose elections. 

4. Barring very few disputed elections, the electoral outcomes are usually accepted as ‘people’s verdict’ by 

the defeated party. 

Challenges to Free and Fair Elections 



 

 

Elections in India are essentially free and fair. Sometimes this may not be true for every constituency. There are 

many limitations and challenges to Indian elections. These include: 

1. Candidates and parties with a lot of money enjoy a big and unfair advantage over smaller parties. 

2. Candidates with criminal connections have been able to push others out of the electoral race and to secure a 

‘ticket’ from major parties. 

3. Tickets are distributed to relatives from their families. 

4. Elections offer little choice to ordinary citizens as major parties are quite similar to each other, both in 

policies and practice. 

5. Smaller parties and independent candidates suffer a huge disadvantage compared to bigger parties 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Question 1. 

How many seats are reserved in the Lok Sabha for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes? 
(a) 47 

(b) 60 

(c) 84 

(d) 100 

Question 2 

The minimum age required for being a voter is: 

(a) 25 years 

(b) 21 years 

(c) 18 years 

(d) 15 years 

Question 3. 

Who appoints the Chief Election Commissioner of India? 

(a) The Chief Justice of India 

(b) The Prime Minister of India 

(c) The President of India 

(d) The Law Minister of India 

Question 4. 

What is a constituency?[CBSE 2014,15] 

Question 5. 

Mention any two disadvantages of having political competition. 

Question 6. 

What is the importance of electoral competition? 

Question 7. 

What kind of people can he denied to vote in India? 

 



 

 

Question 8. 

Mention any two points relating to the Model Code of Conduct for election campaigns. 

Question 9. 

Mention any two provisions which ensure the independence of the Election Commission. 

Question 10. 

What is ballot paper? Name the machine by which these papers have been replaced. 

Question 11. 

Explain the role of the Election Commission in free and fair elections. [CBSE 2013] 

Question 12. 

What is an election? Discuss the importance of elections in a democracy. 

Question 13. 

Explain any five conditions for free and fair elections. [CBSE 2014,15] 

Question 14. 

What is model code of conduct for election campaign? Mention any three provisions of model code of conduct. 

[CBSE 2014] 

Question 15. 

(i) What are elections? 

(ii) “Elections are considered essential for any representative democracy.” Why? 

(iii) What is a constituency? 
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Chapter 1 – FRENCH  REVOLUTION 
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 (18) The French Revolution - ep01 - BKP | cbse class 9 history chapter 1 - YouTube 

 (18) The French Revolution Class 9 | The French Revolution Class 9 in Hindi | French Revolution Class 9 - 

YouTube 

Learning outcomes  

Each student will be able to know about: 

 The outbreak of the French Revolution 

 Changes after Revolution 

 Classes of French Societies 

 Facts about Napoleon, the former emperor of France. 

Sub topics: 

 Women’s revolution 

 Abolition of slavery 

 The revolution and everyday life 

 Napolean 

LESSON DEVELOPMENT 

The French Society during the Late 18th Century- 

The French Society comprised : 

 

1st Estate: Clergy 

2nd Estate: Nobility 

3rd Estate: Big businessmen, merchants, court officials, peasants, artisans, landless laborers, servants, etc. 

Some within the Third Estate were rich and some were poor. 

The burden of financing activities of the state through taxes was borne by the Third Estate alone. 

The Struggle for Survival: Population of France grew and so did the demand for grains. The gap between the rich 

and poor widened. This led to subsistence crises. 

The Growing Middle Class: This estate was educated and believed that no group in society should be privileged by 

birth. These ideas were put forward by philosophers such as Locke the English philosopher and Rousseau the French 

philosopher. The American Constitution and its guarantee of individual rights was an important example of political 

theories of France. These ideas were discussed intensively in salons and coffee houses and spread among people 

through books and newspapers. These were even read aloud. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUvrAJHr6nM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Af_VGo_lQ1g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Af_VGo_lQ1g


 

 

 

The Outbreak of the Revolution 
The French Revolution went through various stages. When Louis XVI became the king of France in 1774, he 

inherited a treasury which was empty. There was growing discontent within the society of the Old Regime. 

1789: Convocation of Estates General. The Third Estate forms National Assembly, Tennis Court Oath the Bastille is 

stormed, peasant revolts in the countryside, Assembly issues Declaration of the Rights of Man. 

1791: A constitution is framed to limit the powers of the king and to guarantee the basic right to all human beings. 

1792-93: Convention abolishes Monarchy; France becomes a republic. The Jacobin Republic overthrown, a 

Directory rules France. 

1795: New Constitution is adopted. A new Convention appointed a five-man Directorate to run the state from 26th 

October 1795. Churches reopened. 

1799: The Revolution ends with the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte, Napoleon’s coup abolishes Directory and 

establishes Consulate. 

Time Line: The French Revolution 

1770s-1780s: Economic decline: French Government in deep debt. In 1774, Louis XVI ascends to the throne. 

1788-1789: Bad harvest, high prices, food riots. 

1789, May 5: Estates-General convened, demands reforms. 

1789, July 14: National Assembly formed. Bastille stormed on July 14. French Revolution starts. 

1789, August 4: Night of August 4 ends the rights of the aristocracy, the surrender of feudal rights. 

1789, August 26: Declaration of the Rights of Man 



 

 

1790: Civil Constitution of the Clergy nationalizes the Church. 

1791: Dissolution of the National Constituent Assembly. 

1792: Constitution of 1791 converts absolute monarchy into a constitutional monarchy with limited powers. 

1792: Austria and Prussia attack revolutionary France, Robespierre, elected the first Deputy for Paris to the National 

convention. 

1793: Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette were executed. 

1792-1794: In 1793, the Reign of Terror starts. Austria, Britain, the Netherlands, Prussia, and Spain are at war with 

France. 

Robespierre’s Committee of Public Safety repels back foreign invaders. 

Executes many ‘enemies of the people’ in France itself. 

1794: Robespierre is executed. France is governed by a Directory, a committee of five men. The Reign of Terror 

ends. 

1795: National convention dissolved. 

1799: Napoleon Bonaparte becomes the leader of the French Revolution ends. 

Women’s Revolution 

 From the very beginning, women were active participants in the events which brought about so many changes 

in French society. 

 Most of the women of the third estate had to work for a living. 

 Their wages were lower than those of men. 

 They demanded equal pay for equal work. 

 In order to discuss and voice their interests, women started their own political clubs and newspapers. 

 One of their main demands was that women must enjoy the same political rights as men. 

 Some laws were introduced to improve the position of women. 

 Their struggle still continues in several parts of the world. 

 It was finally in 1946 that women in France won the right to vote. 



 

 

 

The Abolition of Slavery 

 There was a triangular slave trade among Europe, Africa, and America. 

 In the 18th century, there was little criticism of slavery in France. 

 No laws were passed against it. 

 It was in 1794 that the convention made free to all slaves. 

 But 10 years later slavery was reintroduced by Napoleon. 

 It was finally in 1848 that slavery was abolished in the French colonies. 

The Revolution and Everyday Life 

 The years following 1789 in France saw many changes in the lives of men, women, and children. 

 The revolutionary governments took it upon themselves to pass laws that would translate the ideals of liberty 

and equality into everyday practice. 

 One important law that came into effect was the abolition of censorship. 

 The ideas of liberty and democratic rights were the most important legacy of the French Revolution. These 

spread from France to the rest of Europe during the 19th century. 

Napoleon 

 In 1804, Napoleon crowned himself emperor of France. 

 He set out to conquer neighboring European countries, dispossessing dynasties and creating kingdoms where 

he placed members of his family. 

 He saw his role as a modernizer of Europe. 

 He was finally, defeated at Waterloo in 1815. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Question 1. 

Who said: The task of representing the people has been given to the rich? 

(a) Mirabeau 



 

 

(b) Jean-Paul Marat 

(c) Rousseau 

(d) Georges Denton 

Question 2. 
French women demanded the right: 

(a) to vote 

(b) to be elected to the assembly 

(c) to hold political office 

(d) all of the above 

Question 3. 

Who abolished slavery in France? 

Question 4. 

‘The National Assembly completed the draft of the Constitution in 1791’. Mention any two features of the 

Constitution. 

Question 5. 

Who wrote the ‘Two Treatises of Government’? 

Question 6. 

Explain the impact of the French Revolution on the life of people of French. 

Answer: 

Question 7. 

Describe the status of the nobles in France before the revolution. 

Question 8. 

How did the peasants contribute to the outbreak of the French Revolution? Explain. 

Question 9. 

State the events that led to the formation of the National Assembly. 

Question 10. 

What was the Convention? Describe its role in France. 

Question 11. 

Describe how abolition of slavery became possible in France. 

Question 12. 

Trace rights which we are enjoying today had origin in the French Revolution. 

Question 13. 

Explain the events that led to the insurrection of 1792 in France. 

Question 14. 

Explain how the new political system of Constitutional monarchy in France worked. 



 

 

Question 15. 

Describe the conditions of women during the period of French Revolution. 

HISTORY: 

Chapter 1 – Socialism in Europe and Russian Revolution 

Guidelines 

• Refer to the content given below and view the links  

• These notes will help you to understand the concept and complete the assignment that follows  

• The assignment is to be done in the History notebook  

• Please read the History NCERT book before you begin answering 

 

Instructional Aids / Resources 

NCERT links are given below: 

 Class 9 Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution - in Hindi | Class 9 History Chapter 2 - YouTube 

 CHAPTER 2 - Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution | NCERT | CLASS 9 - YouTube 

 Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution | CBSE Class 9 History NCERT | SST Umang 2020 

Vedantu - YouTube 

Learning outcomes  

Each student will be able to know about: 

 Progress of Russian Revolution 

 The First World War and the Russian Revolution 

 Events and Effects of February and October Revolution of Russia 

 Social changes that were taken place in Russia. 

Sub topics: 

 Liberals and Radicals 

 Russian revolution 

 1905 revolution 

 Bloody Sunday 

 February Revolution in Petrograd 

 October revolution 

LESSON DEVELOPMENT 

The Age of Social Change 

The French Revolution opened up the possibility of creating a dramatic change in the way in which society was 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRTbPCus70o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2xftIoLa44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=csUBG4jCJyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=csUBG4jCJyc


 

 

structured. Not everyone in Europe, however, wanted a complete transformation. Some were ‘conservatives’, while 

others were ‘liberals’ or ‘radicals’. 

Liberals: Wanted a nation which tolerated all religions. They argued for an elected parliamentary government, 

subject to laws interpreted by a well-trained judiciary that was independent of rulers and officials. They were not 

Democrats. 

Radicals: Wanted a nation in which government was based on the majority of a country’s population. They disliked 

the concentration of property in the hands of a few, not the existence of private property. 

Conservatives: They resisted change. After the revolution, they started accepting change provided it was slow and 

had links and respected the past. 

Industries and Social Change: This was the time of economic and social change. Men, women, and children were 

pushed into factories for low wages. Liberals and Radicals who were factory owners felt that workers’ efforts must 

be encouraged. 

Socialism in Europe: Socialists were against private property. They had different visions of the future. Some 

believed in cooperatives, some demanded that governments must encourage cooperatives. 

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels added that industrial society meant capitalist society which was not profitable for 

everyone. Marx believed that a socialist society would free workers from capitalism. This would be a communist 

society in which collective ownership of land and factories would be promoted. 

 

Socialism Given Support: Workers in Germany and England began forming associations to fight for better living 

conditions. They set up funds for members in distress, reduction of working hours and right to vote. 

The Russian Revolution 
In 1914, Tzar Nicholas II ruled the Russian empire. 

Economy and Society: Most of the Russian population were agriculturalist. Industries were being set up which 

were mostly private property of the industrialists. Workers were divided into groups but they did unite to strike work 

when they were dissatisfied. Peasants had no respect for nobility, unlike the French peasant. Russian peasants were 

the only peasant community which pooled their land and their commune divided the land according to the needs of 

individual families. 



 

 

Socialism in Russia: All the political parties were illegal in Russia before 1914. 

The Russian Socialist Democratic Labour Party was formed in 1900. It struggled to give peasants their rights over 

land that belonged to nobles. As land was divided among peasants periodically, it was felt that peasants and not 

workers would be the main source of the revolution. But Lenin did not agree with this as he felt that peasants were 

not one social group. The party was divided into Bolsheviks and Mensheviks. 

The 1905 Revolution: Russia was an autocracy. The Tzar was not subject to the Parliament. 

Liberals wanted to end this state of affairs. They worked towards demanding a constitution during the Revolution of 

1905. 

Bloody Sunday: Prices of essential goods rose so quickly by 1904 that the real wages declined by 20%. During this 

time, four members of the Putilov Iron Works were dismissed. The action was called for. Over 110,000 workers in 

St. Petersburg went on strike demanding a reduction in working hours and an increase in wages. This procession 

was attacked by the police and Cossacks. 

Over 100 workers were killed. Strikes took place as a reaction. People demanded a Constituent Assembly. The Tzar 

allowed the creation of an elected Consultative Parliament or Duma. The Tzar dismissed the first Duma within 75 

days and announced the election of a second Duma. 

The First World War and the Russian Empire: In 1914, the Russian Army was the largest army in the world. The 

war was initially very popular but later the support grew thin. Anti-German sentiments ran high. Russian armies lost 

badly in Germany and Austria. There were 7 million casualties and 3 million refugees in Russia. 

The war also affected the industry. There was a shortage of labour, railway lines were shut down and small 

workshops were closed down. There was a shortage of grain, agricultural production slumped and thus, there were 

crises in the food supply. 

The February Revolution in Petrograd 

Events 

 In the winter of 1917, Petrograd was grim. There was a food shortage in the workers’ quarters. 

 22 February: a lockout took place at a factory. Workers of 50 other factories joined in sympathy. Women also 

led and participated in the strikes. This came to be called the International Women’s Day. 

 The government imposed curfew as the quarters of the fashionable area and official buildings were 

surrounded by workers. 

 On the 24th and 25th, the government called out the cavalry and police to keep an eye on them. 

 On 25th February, the government suspended the Duma and politicians spoke against this measure. The 

people were out with force once again. 

 On 27th, the Police Headquarters were ransacked. People raised slogans and were out in the streets. 

 Cavalry was called out again but they refused to fire on the demonstrators. 

 An officer was shot at the barracks of a regiment and other regiments mutinied, voting to join the striking 

workers. They gathered in the evening to form a Soviet or council. This was the Petrograd Soviet. 

 On 28th, a delegation went to meet the Tzar. The Military commanders advised him to abdicate. 

 The Tzar abdicated on 2nd March. 

 A Provincial Government was formed by the Soviet and Duma leaders to run the country. 

 The people involved were the parliamentarians, workers, women workers, soldiers, and military commanders. 

Effects 

 Restrictions on public meetings and associations were removed. 



 

 

 Soviets like the Petrograd Soviet were set up everywhere. 

 In individual areas, factory committees were formed which began questioning the way industrialists ran their 

factories. 

Soldiers’ committees were formed in the army. 

 The Provisional Government saw its power declining and Bolshevik influence grow. It decided to take stern 
measures against the spreading discontent. 

 It resisted attempts by workers to run factories and arrested leaders. 

 Peasants and the Socialist Revolutionary leaders pressed for a redistribution of land. Land committees were 

formed and the peasants seized land between July and September 1917. 

October Revolution 

 16th October 1917 – Lenin persuaded the Petrograd Soviet and the Bolshevik Party to agree to a socialist 

seizure of power. A Military Revolutionary Committee was appointed by the Soviet to organize seizure. 

 The uprising began on 24th October. Prime Minister Kerenskii left the city to summon troops. 

 Early morning military men loyal to the government seized the buildings of two Bolshevik newspapers. Pro-

government troops were sent to take over telephone and telegraph offices and protect the Winter Palace. 

 In response, the Military Revolutionary Committee ordered to seize government offices and arrest the 

ministers. 

 The Aurora’ ship shelled the Winter Palace. Other ships took over strategic points. 

 By night, the city had been taken over and the ministers had surrendered. 

 All Russian Congress of Soviets in Petrograd approved the Bolshevik action. 

 Heavy fighting took place in Moscow and by December, the Bolsheviks controlled the Moscow – Petrograd 

area. 

 The people involved were Lenin, the Bolsheviks, troops (pro-government). 

Effects 

 The Bolsheviks were totally opposed to private property. 

 Most industry and banks were nationalized in November 1917. 

 The land was declared social property and peasants were allowed to seize the land of the nobility. 

 Use of old titles of the aristocracy was banned. 

 New uniforms were designed for the army and officials. 

 In November 1917, the Bolsheviks conducted the election but failed to gain the majority support. 

 Russia became a one-party state. 

 Trade unions were kept under party control. 

 A process of centralized planning was introduced. This led to economic growth. 

 Industrial production increased. 

 An extended schooling system developed. 

 The collectivization of farms started. 

The Civil War – When the Bolsheviks ordered land redistribution, the Russian army began to break up. Non-

Bolshevik socialists, liberals, and supporters of autocracy condemned the Bolshevik uprising. They were supported 

by French, American, British and Japanese troops. All of them fought a war with the Bolsheviks. 

Making a Socialist Society – The Bolsheviks kept industries and banks nationalized during the Civil War. A 

process of centralized planning was introduced. Rapid construction and industrialization started. An extended 

schooling system developed. 

Stalin and Collective Farming – Stalin believed that rich peasants and traders stocked supplies to create a shortage 

of grains. Hence, collectivization was the need of the hour. This system would also help to modernize farms. Those 

farmers who resisted collectivization were punished, deported or exiled. 



 

 

Global Influence 
By the 1950s, it was recognized in the country and outside that everything was not in keeping with the ideals of the 

Russian revolution. Though, its industries and agriculture had developed and or were being fed, the essential 

freedom to its citizens was being denied. However, it was recognized that social ideals still enjoyed respect among 

the Russians. But in each country, the ideas of socialism were rethought in a variety of different ways. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Question 1. 

The leader of the Bolshevik party was 

(a) Stalin 

(b) Lenin 

(c) Karl Marx 

(d) Louis Blanc 

Question 2. 

Jadidists were ………………… within the Russian empire. 
(a) Muslim reformers 

(b) Muslim educationists 

(c) Parsi reformers 

(d) German refugees 

Question 3. 

Describe the views of radicals. 

Question 4. 

Who were liberals? What were their political and social views? 

Or 

Liberals were not democrats. Explain. 

Question 5. 

Who ruled Russia in 1914? How did he manage his empire? Explain. 

Question 6. 

Explain the views of different socialists and philosophers regarding the vision of the future or to transform the 

society. 

Question 7. 

Explain any three reasons which led to civil war between the Bolsheviks and the Russian army of non-Bolsheviks. 

Question 8. 

Explain the economic condition of the workers before the Russian Revolution. 

Question 9. 

Mention any four features of the Russian economy at the beginning of the 20th century. 

Or 

Describe the economic condition of Russia before 1905.] 



 

 

Question 10. 

Explain any three views of the socialists about private property. 

Question 11. 

What were the main demands of April Theses? 

Question 12. 

Why did ‘the Kerenskii Government’ in Russia fall? 

Question 13. 

Describe the events that led to 1905 Revolution of Russia. 

Question 15. 

Explain any three major effects of the Russian Revolution of October 1917 on Russian economy. 

 

GEOGRAPHY: 

Chapter 1 – INDIA: Size and location 

Guidelines 

• Refer to the content given below and view the links  

• These notes will help you to understand the concept and complete the assignment that follows  

• The assignment is to be done in the Geography notebook  

• Please read the GEOGRAPHY NCERT book before you begin answering 

 

Instructional Aids / Resources 

NCERT links are given below: 

 India: Size and Location Full Chapter Class 9 Geography | CBSE Class 9 Geography Chapter 1 - YouTube 

 (18) India Size and Location L1 | CBSE Class 9 Geography Chapter 1 | SST NCERT | Vedantu Class 9 and 

10 - YouTube 

 (18) India Size And Location - ep01 - BKP | Class 9 geography chapter 1 full explanation in hindi | CBSE - 

YouTube 

Learning outcomes  

Each student will be able to know about: 

 Location of India 

 Size of India 

 India and the World 

 Neighbours of India. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8oi-Qlwb9E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oy9w846b4MI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oy9w846b4MI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mDczTQerwH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mDczTQerwH4


 

 

 

LESSON DEVELOPMENT 

Location 

India lies entirely in the Northern Hemisphere. 

India’s mainland extends between 8°4’N and 37°6’N latitudes, and 68°7’E and 97°25’E longitudes. 

The Tropic of Cancer (23°30’N) divides India into two almost equal parts. 

 

Size 

Covering an area of 3.28 million square kilometres, India’s total area is 2.4% of the total geographical area of the 

world. 

India is the world’s seventh largest country with a land boundary of about 15,200 km, with total length of the 

coastline being 7,516.6 km. 

India’s East-West extent appears to be smaller than the north-south extent. 



 

 

 

India and The World 

The Indian landmass is centrally located between West and East Asia. 

India’s protruding Deccan Peninsula helped India to establish close contacts with West Asia, Africa and Europe, 

South-East and East Asia. 

India’s contacts with the world via land routes are much more than Its maritime contacts. 

India has contributed a lot to the world in forms of ideas, philosophies (Upanishads, Ramayana, Panchtantra) and in 

mathematics (Indian numerals and decimal system, algebra, trigonometry and calculus). 

In exchange, India’s architecture was influenced by Greek sculpture and architectural styles from West Asia. 

India’s Neighbours 

India has an important position in South Asia and has 29 States and 7 Union Territories. 

India shares its boundaries with Pakistan, Afghanistan, China, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Bhutan. 

The southern neighbours across the sea consist of the two island countries, namely Maldives and Sri Lanka. 

India stands apart from the rest of Asia and is called a sub-continent 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Question 1. 

The Tropic of Cancer does not pass through 



 

 

(a) Rajasthan 

(b) Orissa (Now Odisha) 

(c) Chhattisgarh 

(d) Tripura 

Question 2. 

If you intend to visit Kavarati during your summer vacations, which one of the following Union Territories of India 

you will be going to? 

(a) Puducherry 

(b) Lakshadweep 

(c) Andaman & Nicobar 

(d) Diu and Daman 

Question 3. 

Name the Indian states which share borders with Pakistan. 

 

Question 4. 

Name India’s neighbouring countries in the north-west. 

Question 5. 

Which neighbouring country is situated in the south-west of India? 

Question 6. 

Name India’s neighbours on the northern borders. 

Question 7. 

Name the largest country in the world, and what is India’s position? 

Question 8. 

What is the longitudinal extent of India? Mention the degree of longitude for the Standard Meridian. State the 

importance of Standard Meridian. 

 

Question 9. 

What is latitudinal extent of India? How is the latitudinal spread in India advantageous to her? State two points. 

Question 10. 

Describe the implications of India’s longitudinal extent. 

Question 11. 

Name the major islands groups lying in the Arabian Sea. Explain any two mAjor features of it. . 

Question 12. 

What is meant by the Indian Standard Time? What is its importance? 

Question 13. 

Why is the difference between the durations of day and night hardly felt at Kanyakumari but not so in Kashmir? 

Question 14. 

How did India’s contact with the rest of the world contribute in the exchange of ideas and commodities? 



 

 

Question 15. 

“India has a long coastline which is advantageous”.  

GEOGRAPHY: 

Chapter 2 – Physical Features of India 

Guidelines 

• Refer to the content given below and view the links  

• These notes will help you to understand the concept and complete the assignment that follows  

• The assignment is to be done in the Geography notebook  

• Please read the GEOGRAPHY NCERT book before you begin answering 

 

Instructional Aids / Resources 

NCERT links are given below: 

 Physical Features of India Full Chapter Class 9 | CBSE Class 9 Geography Chapter 2 - YouTube 

 Physical Features of India - ep01 - BKP | class 9 geography chapter 2 in hindi - YouTube 

 (18) NCERT Class 9 Geography Chapter 2 : Physical Features of India - YouTube 

Learning outcomes  

Each student will be able to know about: 

 Location 

 The Himalayan Mountains 

 The Northern Plains 

 The Peninsular Plateau 

 The Indian Desert 

 The Coastal Plains 

 The Islands. 

LESSON DEVELOPMENT 

Location 

India has all major physical features of the Earth, i.e., mountains, plains, deserts, plateaus, and islands. 

In India, the soil colour varies from place to place as it is formed from different types of rocks. 

India has varied physical features whose formation can be explained on the basis of the ‘Theory of Plate Tectonics’. 

According to the theory of Plate Tectonics, the seven major and minor plates that form the Earth’s crust keep 

moving, causing stress and thus leading to folding, faulting and volcanic activity. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pi7CKZ5WKp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcVj55M5BPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gI9tibkul9A


 

 

The physical features of India can be grouped under the following physiographic divisions: 

 The Himalayan Mountains or the Northern Mountains 

 The Northern Plains or the Indo-Gangetic Plains 

 The Peninsular Plateau 

 The Great Indian Desert 

 The Coastal Plains 

 The Islands 

 

 

The Himalayan Mountains 

The Himalayas are young-fold mountains which are the loftiest and one of the most rugged mountain barriers of the 

world. 

The Himalayas are 2400 km long, 400 km to 150 km wide from Kashmir to Arunachal Pradesh respectively. 

The Himalayas have three parallel ranges in the longitudinal extent namely : 

 Great or Inner Himalayas also called Himadri. 

 Middle Himalayas or Himachal. 

 Outer Himalayas or Shiwaliks. 

The Himalayas can be divided into four sections : 

 Punjab Himalayas – between Indus and Satluj. 

 Kumaon Himalayas – between Satluj and Kali. 



 

 

 Nepal Himalayas – between Kali and the Tista. 

 Assam Himalayas (Eastern Himalayas) – Between Tista and the Dibang (Tsangpo). 

 

The Northern Plains 

The Northern Plains spread over an area of 7 lakh sq. km, 240 km long and 240 km to 320 km broad. 

The rivers that flow to the plains from the mountains are involved in depositional work. 

The difference in relief causes the Northern Plains to have four regions. 

 Bhabar – Adjacent to the foothills of Shiwaliks, a narrow 8 to 16 km wide belt of pebbles and boulders. 

 Bangar – Older alluvial plain which rises above the level of the flood plains. 

 Khadar – Newer and younger alluvial of the flood plains deposited by the rivers flowing down the plain. 

 Tarai – Lies adjacent to Bhabar region, composed of newer alluvium and is thickly forested. 

The Peninsular Plateau 

The Peninsular Plateau is the tableland formed due to the breaking and drifting of the Gondwanaland. 

The plateau consists of two broad divisions, namely, the Central Highlands and the Deccan Plateau. 

The eastward extensions of Peninsular Plateau are locally known as Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand. The Chhota 

Nagpur Plateau marks the further eastward extension drained by the Damodar river. 

The Deccan Plateau, a triangular mass, lies to the south of the river Narmada. 



 

 

The western and eastern edges of the Deccan Plateau are marked by the Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats 

respectively. 

The Western Ghats are higher than the Eastern Ghats. 

The Malwa Plateau is spread across Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat and slopes towards the 

north. 

A distinct feature of the peninsular plateau is the black soil area known as Deccan Trap. 

The Indian Desert 

The undulating sandy plain covered with sand dunes towards the western margins of the Aravalli Hills is the Indian 

Desert. 

Crescent-shaped dunes called barchans cover large parts of the Indian Desert. 

Luni is the only large river that flouts in this region. 

The Coastal Plains 

The narrow’ coastal strips flank the Peninsular Plateau. 

On the west, the coastal strips are divided into Konkan (Mumbai-Goa), Kannada Plain and the Malabar Coast from 

northern to the southern part. 

On the east the coastal strip is divided into Northern Circar and the Coromandel Coast from northern to southern 

part. 

The Islands 

The Lakshadweep Islands group in the Arabian Sea is close to Kerala. 

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are the two island groups. Andaman Island consists of 204 small islands. India’s 

only active volcano, Barren Island is situated here. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Question 1. 

The northern most range of the Himalayas is known as 

(a) Himadri 

(b) lesser Himalaya 

(c) Shivalik 

(d) none of the above. 

Question 2. 

Dudhwa National Park is located in the state of 

(a) Assam 



 

 

(b) Uttar Pradesh 

(c) Madhya Pradesh 

(d) Rajasthan 

Question 3. 

What is a Bhangar?  

Question 4. 

Name the part of the Himalayas lying between the Indus and Satluj rivers. 

Question 5. 

Name the most continuous range of Himalayas consisting of the lofty peaks. 

Question 6. 

Name the mountain range which bounds Central Highlands on the north west. 

Question 7. 

Which is the highest peak of India? 

Question 8. 

How is the northern plain divided on the basis of the differences in the relief? 

Question 9. 

Name any two hills which comprise the ‘PurvanchaT. 

Answer: 

The Patkai, Naga, Manipur and the Mizo hills, (any two) 

Question 10. 

Why are the Northern Plains primarily an agricultural belt? 

Question 11. 

What is the local name of the Western Ghats in: 
(i) Maharashtra and Karnataka. 

(ii) Along Kerala-Tamil Nadu border. 

(iii) Tamil Nadu.  

Question 12. 

Explain the theory of Plate Tectonics. 

Question 13. 

What is the difference between a tributary and a distributary? 

Question 14. 

Name the three major divisions of Himalayas from the north to south. 

Question 15. 

Name the southernmost range of Himalaya. Mention any four features of this range. 

 

 



 

 

GEOGRAPHY: 

Chapter 3 – DRAINAGE 

Guidelines 

• Refer to the content given below and view the links  

• These notes will help you to understand the concept and complete the assignment that follows  

• The assignment is to be done in the Geography notebook  

• Please read the GEOGRAPHY NCERT book before you begin answering 

 

Instructional Aids / Resources 

NCERT links are given below: 

 (18) Drainage Full Chapter Class 9 | CBSE Class 9 Geography Chapter 3 - YouTube 

 (18) Drainage - BKP | class 9 geo ch 3 full explanation in hindi notes in english ncert cbse - YouTube 

 Drainage Class 9 Geography Chapter 3 #1 - YouTube 

Learning outcomes  

Each student will be able to know about: 

 The Himalyan rivers 

 The Peninsular rivers 

 Lakes 

 

LESSON DEVELOPMENT 

The Himalayan Rivers 

The major Himalayan rivers are the Indus, the Ganga and the Brahmaputra. A river along with its tributaries may be 

called a river system. 

1) The Indus River System 

 Indus is one of the longest rivers in the world with a total length of 2900 km. 

 The river Indus rises in Tibet, near Lake Mansarowar. 

 It enters India in the Ladakh district of Jammu and Kashmir where it forms a picturesque gorge. 

 The Satluj, the Beas, the Ravi, the Chenab and the Jhelum join together to enter the Indus near Mithankot 

in Pakistan. 

2) The Ganga River System 

 The source of the Ganga called the ‘Bhagirathi’ is fed by the Gangotri Glacier and joined by the Alaknanda 

at Devaprayag in Uttarakhand. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XBLgkTx_Jc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKU92deX9ws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQUhhZxrwp4


 

 

 The Ganga emerges from the mountains to the plains at Haridwar. 

 The Ganga is joined by many tributaries from the Himalayas, a few of them being major rivers, such as the 

Yamuna, the Ghaghara, the Gandak and the Kosi. 

 The length of the Ganga is over 2500 km. 

Farakka in West Bengal is the northernmost point of the Ganga delta where the Ganga river divides into 2 parts. 

1. The Bhagirathi-Hooghly flows southwards through the deltaic plains to the Bay of Bengal. 

2. The mainstream flows southwards into Bangladesh and is joined by the Brahmaputra. Further downstream, 

it is known as the Meghna. The Meghna River flows into the Bay of Bengal and form Sundarban Delta. 

3) The Brahmaputra River System 

 The Brahmaputra rises in Tibet east of Mansarowar lake. 

 It is slightly longer than the Indus. 

 On reaching the Namcha Barwa (7757 m), it takes a ‘U’ turn and enters India in Arunachal Pradesh where 

it is called the Dihang. 

 Dihang is joined by the Dibang, the Lohit, and many other tributaries to form the Brahmaputra in Assam. 

The Peninsular Rivers 

The main water divide in Peninsular India is formed by the Western Ghats. Most of the major rivers of the 

Peninsula, such as the Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna and the Kaveri flow eastwards and drain into the Bay of 

Bengal. These rivers make deltas at their mouths. The Narmada and the Tapi are the only long rivers, which flow 

west and make estuaries. 

1) The Narmada Basin 

 The Narmada rises in the Amarkantak hills in Madhya Pradesh. 

 The Narmada flows through a deep gorge at the ‘Marble rocks’ near Jabalpur. 

 At Dhuadhar falls the river jumps over steep rocks. 

 The Narmada basin covers parts of Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat. 

2) The Tapi Basin 

 The Tapi rises in the Satpura ranges, in the Betul district of Madhya Pradesh. 

 Its basin covers parts of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra. 

3) The Godavari Basin 

 The Godavari is the largest Peninsular river. Its length is about 1500 km. 

 It rises from the slopes of the Western Ghats in the Nasik district of Maharashtra. 

 The basin covers parts of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. 

 The Godavari is joined by a number of tributaries, such as the Purna, the Wardha, the Pranhita, the Manjra, 

the Wainganga and the Penganga. 

 Owing to its length and the area it covers, it is also known as the Dakshin Ganga. 

4) The Mahanadi Basin 

 The Mahanadi rises in the highlands of Chhattisgarh. 

 The length of the river is about 860 km. 

 Its drainage basin is shared by Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and Odisha. 



 

 

5) The Krishna Basin 

 It rises from a spring near Mahabaleshwar. 

 The length of the river is about 1400 km. 

 Its drainage basin is shared by Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. 

6) The Kaveri Basin 

 The Kaveri rises in the Brahmagri range of the Western Ghats. 

 The total length of the river is about 760 km. 

 Its basin drains parts of Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

Besides these major rivers, there are some smaller rivers flowing towards the east. Some of them are: 

 The Damoder 

 The Brahmani 

 The Baitarni 

 The Subarnrekha 

 

Below given map shows various rivers that flow across the states, national capital, union territories and international 

boundaries. It also shows the major lakes of India. 



 

 

 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Question 1. 

Features are marked by numbers in the given political map of India. Identify these features with the help of the 

following information and write their correct names on the lines marked in the map. 

1. A river that rises in Betul district of Madhya Pradesh 
or 

A West flowing river 

2. The river also known as Tsangpo 

or 

The largest river of North-East India 

3. The largest river of South India 

or 

A peninsular river 



 

 

Question 2. 

Locate and label the following items on the given map 

1 A line where the time period of onset of monsoon is 1 June 

2 A line where the time period of onset of monsoon is 5 June 

3 A line where the time period of onset of monsoon is 1 July 

Question 3. 

Locate and label the following items on the given map 

1 The strait separating Sri Lanka and India 

2 Salt water lake in Kerala 

3 Largest fresh water lake in India 

4 A group of islands lying East of the mainland of India 

5 Islands group lying close to Malabar coast and Kerala 

Question 4. 

Locate and label the following items on the given map with appropriate symbols. 

1 A line where the time period of onset of monsoon is 15 June. 
2 A line where the time period of withdrawal of monsoon is 1 November. 

3 A line where the time period of withdrawal of monsoon is 1 September. 

4 Chandaka wildlife sanctuary. 

5 Meteorological station Karnataka. 
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